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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

skeskeosk

November 12-17 - To mark the International
Education Week, the PAS in cooperation with
the partner organizations has planned the
following events:

Presentations conducted by FSA Flex alumni in
different cities of Ukraine (Kyiv, Lviv, Kharkiv,
Odesa)

November 16, 2001 - A meeting between
E.Muskie/FSA Graduate and FSA
Undergraduate alumni and the International
cooperation department of the Ministry of
Education and Science of Ukraine will be held at
the Public Affairs Section.

Odesa — ACCELS office will bring together the
American Fulbright Fellows and Ukrainian
scholars to conduct a discussion on the
importance of participating in the electoral
process.

November 12, 2001 —Kharkiv - Presentation by
Dr. Renuka Sethi, American Fulbright

Professor, "Analysis and Implications of Cultural
Diversity, Ethnocentrism, and Globalization." for
Ukrainian alumni and university students at the

American Center.
skksk

November 9-12 , 2001— Project Harmony
conducts a series of training seminars for the
Community Connections alumni in Uzhhorod:
November 9-10 - Grants writing seminar
November 10-11 - Internet training

November 11-12 - Individual Development

and Dnipropetrovsk:

November 30-December 1 - Grants writing
seminar

December 1-2 - Internet training
December 2-3 - Individual Development
For more information contact Project Harmony
office in Kyiv.

skeskeosk
November 16-18, 2001 — FSA Flex alumni
association in cooperation with UNAIDS will
conduct a Sexual Health Education seminar for
30 alumni residing in Kyiv. Representatives of
the American Councils, US Peace Corps will be
also involved in the project the main goal of
which is to educate Ukrainian teenagers on
healthy lifestyle practices and help them spread
that knowledge among their peers.

skeskosk
November 29, 2001 — Lviv, IATP center will
host a presentation of a new alumni project -
bilingual newsletter “New Ways of
Communication.”

skskeosk
December 1-2, 2001 — A conference for ECA
alumni “Management: Effective Strategies from
Alumni Experiences” will be organized by the
American Councils for International
Education: ACTR/ACCELS.

skeskeosk
December 3-7, 2001 — Kharkiv, IREX
representative in Kharkiv will conduct a five-day
training seminar on New Education Reformation
Technologies. The workshops will be hosted by
Kharkiv Center for Private Initiative Assistance.

skt
December 15, 2001 — IREX-Kyiv will host a
lecture for ECA alumni “New Education
Approaches and Technologies in the World.”

skeskosk
December 21, 2001 — Serhiy Riabov,
Contemporary Issues program alumnus, will
make a presentation for alumni “The role of
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Civic Education in Conflict Resolution:
Increasing Societal Tolerance.”

Venue: IREX-Kyiv conference room.
skskok

December 30,2001 — American Councils for
International Education:ACTR/ACCELS will
conduct a conference “Civil Code of Ukraine.”

CONFERENCES /SEMINARS /WORKSHOPS

On October 2, 2001 alumni of the US
educational programs, research fellows from
different Institutes of the National Academy of
Sciences of Ukraine, subdivisions of the
Academy of Pedagogical Sciences, university
professors and school teachers, representatives of
“Civic Education” project, public organizations,
etc. took part in the seminar “Development of
Civic Education in Ukraine” held at the National
University “Kyiv-Mohyla Academy.” The
seminar was organized by Kennan Institute.
Two professors of the National University
“Kyiv-Mohyla Academy” - Serhiy Riabov, CI
alumnus, and Oleksandr Demyanchuk, Fulbright
Scholar, were the key speakers at the seminar.
Problems and prospects of civic education and
civic society development, such as the role of
formal education and family in upbringing of
future citizens, the forms and the content of civic
education, its place in the educational process,
school self-government, education of citizens,
legally educated people or patriots, aspects of
citizenship and patriotism, training of teachers
for civic education — those were the main topics
under discussion. Materials of the seminar will
be published soon.

skesksk

October 19, 2001 - the Public Affairs Section
hosted an Award Ceremony for the winners and
finalists of the essay contest "Remembering
America" held by IREX - IATP office for alumni
of the USG-sponsored programs. Fifty-one
alumni participated in the contest of essays and
only seventeen of the stories reached the semi-
final stage.

The alumni of the following USG-sponsored
programs took part in the contest:

FSA Future Leaders Exchange Program

FSA Undergraduate Program

Junior Faculty Development Program

Fulbright Program

Regional Scholar Exchange Program
U.S.-Ukraine Awards for Excellence in Teaching
Program

Partners in Education Program

Community Connections Program, SABIT
program

The Selection Committee consisting of PAS,
ACCELS, IREX and Project Harmony
representatives choose the best three essays, they
are:

“My Computer-based America” — by Yuriy
Serdechny , RSEP alumnus, Dnipropetrovsk
State University

“Exploring an Unexplored” - by Maryna
Basylevich , FSA Undergraduate Program,
Podillia Technological University

“America as I Saw It” — by Oxana Arkhypchuk ,
FSA Future Leaders Exchange Program, student.

All seventeen essays can be found at

http://iatp.org.ua

Paul Hacker, the Cultural Affairs Officer, opened
the ceremony and warmly greeted the
participants.

IREX/TATP and PAS representatives announced
the winners who received prizes (electronic note-
books and a camera), provided by the IATP
office. None of the participants was left without
a prize, all received IREX/IATP T-shirts and
books from the PAS book collection.

A formal part of the evening was followed by an
informal discussion of the contest with alumni
and guests from the American Councils,
Fulbright office, Project Harmony, sharing ideas
about such competitions and other alumni
events.

skesksk

On October 20, 2001, Fifteen alumni of the
USG-sponsored programs (Muskie/FSA
Graduate, FSA Undergraduate, JFDP, RSEP)
participated in the seminar *“ Simultaneous
Interpretation: Theory and Practice”,
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organized by the American Councils for
International Education: ACTR/ACCELS.
The seminar was devoted to the topical issues of
simultaneous interpretation (from English into
Ukrainian and from Ukrainian into English).
Guest speakers included: Vyacheslav Karaban ,
Doctor of Philology, Professor of Taras
Shevchenko National University; Serhiy
Maksymov, Professor, Kyiv Linguistics
University; Hennadiy Miram, Professor of
Institute for International Relations, Ilko
Korunets, Professor, Kyiv Linguistics
University; Oleksandr Bilkun, Dialog
International Inc., Vikentiy Shimansky,
interpreter, Valeriy Shulha, interpreter. The
following issues have been discussed: Methods
and problems of teaching simultaneous
interpreting; The impact of current policies on
political discourse and the specifics of its
translation; Requirements to translation
standards under market conditions in Ukraine;
Modern requirements for a simultaneous
translation textbooks: the socio-cultural aspects,
and others. Marta Pereyma, Assistant to Cultural
Affairs Officer of the U.S. Embassy, provided
some practical advice on interpreting from
Ukrainian into English based on her own
experience.

The participants exchanged their ideas on how to
improve the system of translators’/interpreters’

training in Ukraine; some recent publications on
the subject were introduced.

skeskeosk
On Saturday, October 20, 2001 the International
Research & Exchange Board (IREX) hosted the
Round-table for alumni of the USG-sponsored
programs "Proper Translation of Terminology
from English into Ukrainian" at the IREX-
ProMedia Press Center (Pecherski Uzviz, 3, 2™
floor). Among the participants of the round-table
were alumni of the Regional Scholar Exchange
Program, FSA Contemporary Issues Fellowship
Program, Muskie/FSA Graduate Program, who
represented the Ukrainian leading universities
and the Ukrainian Academy of Sciences. Paul
Hacker, the Cultural Affairs Officer of the U.S.
Embassy greeted the participants. The agenda
covered many issues of interest including such
topics as International cooperation in developing
dictionaries; Problems of English-Ukrainian
translation in legal research; Translation of
medical terminology; Proper translation of non-
official computer terminology; Peculiarities of
terminology usage while translating proper
names; and others. Many participants pointed out
that there is a need in Ukraine for more English —
Ukrainian and Ukrainian-English dictionaries,
textbooks and other educational materials.
During discussions the participants agreed that it
is desirable that such meeting be held on a
regular basis.

NEWS/ ANNOUNCEMENTS

American Studies Center-Ukraine: New
Opportunities

The American Studies Center-Ukraine (ASCU)
is an international non-profit non-governmental
organization. The main goal of the ASCU is to
encourage the study of and research in all areas
of American culture and society and to promote
cooperation and intercommunication between
Ukrainian and foreign scholars of the United
States and from various disciplines.

Rooted in various fields of study, the ASCU will
provide a space for interdisciplinary dialogs
about American culture and society and will

achieve its purpose by:
» furthering the exchange of ideas and
information;

* disseminating up-to-date information
and resources;

*  stimulating scientific research and
education;

*  publishing and promoting the
distribution of scientific papers;

e promoting international exchanges of
teachers, scholars, and students;

*  generating debates and round table

discussions;

*  organizing workshops, seminars and
conferences;

* collaborating with other existing
organizations;

e serving regional and global needs;
*  and other means.

The ASCU is administered by an elected
committee, including five officers: President,
Vice President (regional links), Vice President
(liaison with other organizations and projects),
Secretary and Treasurer.

To reach every member of the organization and
support their initiatives there will be regional
branches.



ECA ALUMNI UKRAINE = NEWSLETTER

Me 1 (September - November 2001) 4

The ASCU will also encourage interest and
activity in specific areas. To this end Special
Interest Groups will be set up.

The ASCU welcomes individual and institutional
memberships to its ranks from all professional
Americanists in the humanities and social
sciences, and all those active in matters
concerning the study of the United States.

Olha Yashenkova, ASCU President

ovashe@yahoo.com, amstudua@yahoo.com
sesksk

The Public Affairs Section ‘s Information
Resource Center is going to publish a special
electronic newsletter "PASNEWS-UA," which
will focus on the Public Affairs Section’s
activities, as well as U.S. — Ukrainian relations,
political and cultural issues, new projects etc.

It will be distributed monthly via e-mail service
(free of charge).

To subscribe, please send informal letter to
irckiev@pd.state.gov

FULBRIGHT PROGRAM CORNER

The fourth Fulbright Alumni Conference
“Introduction to Ukrainian Education” took place
on October 13-14 in Kyiv. Around sixty
American and Ukrainian Fulbright scholars
gathered together to discuss different aspects of
the Ukrainian system of higher education,
including currents situation and educational
reform, its priorities and prospects, as well as the
structure of academic and research institutions in
Ukraine. One of the sessions conducted by the
IREX/IATP representative was dedicated to the
Ukrainian analytical resources in the Internet, it
familiarized the participants with the existing
projects and ways of creating new ones. The
final session of the conference focused on plans
for joint alumni activities during the academic
years. The participants came up with a number of

proposals as to the topics of future conferences,
workshops and publications.

— Lviv group at the conference
dekok

FSA FLEX PROGRAM CORNER

NGO “Future Change Makers” — is a non-
profit non-government youth organization
registered in Kyiv in July 200 by a group of FSA
Flex alumni. The organization’s major goals are
to unite FSA Flex alumni and involve them in
the community life, to conduct educational, civic
and charitable events and activities that will help
to address the social, political, and economic
issues of the future generation.

During the last six months under the Grant given
to the organization by the Public Affairs Section,
“Future Change Makers” has conducted a series
of seminars in Kyiv (Project Development),
Odesa (Democracy and Student Government),
Kirovohrad (Sexual Awareness and AIDS-
prevention), Chernivtsi (Leadership).

The first seminar, Project Development, was
held in Pushcha Ozerna and it gathered together
about 30 FSA Flex alumni from different regions

of Ukraine (Kyiv, Cherkasy, Chernihyv,
Kharkiv, Kyrovohrad, Lviv, Odesa, Poltava,
Sumy, and Zhytomyr). The goal of this seminar
was to build regional teams that would conduct
thematic projects in their communities. Invited
guest trainers of the Counterpart Creative Center
provided participants with knowledge and skills
relevant to teambuilding, project development,
effective communication skills, public relations
and fundraising..

Students Government Seminar enabled 20
high school and university students to learn more
on how a student government can be organized,
what goals can be achieved and what kind of
activities can be carried out by students
themselves. Other sessions cover the following
topics: Ukrainian Constitution, How to Protect
Your Rights, The Interrelation of Rights and
Responsibilities. “Democracy and Civic
Education”, a manual by Iason Campbell, Peace
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Corps volunteer, was used at the seminar. they can apply their skills to the benefit of this
Talking about volunteering the participants country. Four hundred copies of the Newsletter
underlined that the most important point of have been distributed among FSA Flex alumni
volunteering — to make a difference- coincides throughout Ukraine. The newsletter begins and
with the main goal of this project. ends with the words: ”The youth is 10 percent of

our population and 100 percent of our future.”
BT ,“.' % 5 . = 3
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Odesa seminar
Sexual Awareness and AIDS-prevention
seminar conducted for 28 university students ok

focused on health lifestyle practices and Starting from October 8™ through October

Kyiv Follow up seminar

AIDS/HIV prevention issues. The participants
acquired knowledge and skills, as well as printed
materials that would enable them to conduct administered in Ukraine by the American
similar seminars in their home institutions and Councils for International Education:

local communities. , o ACTR/ACCELS, held the Clothing, Toy and
Leadership Seminar took place in Chernihyv in Charity Food Drive to benefit children, aged
mid September. Alumni trainers conducted the from 4 to 21, from Orphanage in Bila Tserkva
seminar for 20 university students in a form of Kyiv region.’ The FSA Flex alumni had reachéd
interactive discussions and games aimed at Kyiv offices of international organizations, U.S.
developing their leadership skills, such as Embassy, USAID, Kyiv Post, Counterpart
communication skills, presentation skills, the art Humanit;rian Aid’ Program Ii/Iarket Reform

of listening, ifiea development, problem solving. Education Project are among them, to encourage
The last seminar held in October in Pushcha them to participate in the drive by providing

Vodytsa. It brought together a group of 30 clothing, toys and other items to support less
alumni to report on the activities conducted in fortunate groups.

the framework of the project and evaluate its The organizers of the drive would like to express
results. Future activities of the association were their gratitude to all those who made donations.
discussed. Guest speakers from the American stk

Councils for International Education, European October 27-28, 2001 - About 30 FSA Flex and
Youth Parliament Ukraine, AEGEE, and FSA Undergraduate alumni gathered together in
AIESEC made their presentations. . Odesa at a Debate Conference where they

As part of the project the organizers issued their discussed a number of topics on how to help
Newsletter, that highlighted the main topics of young people address the issues and problems of

the project, 1ngluded materials and 1nformat10g young generation, and exchanged ideas on future
on how alumni themselves can address the social projects

and economic issues in their communities, how

22" the Alumni Association of the Freedom
Support Act Future Leaders Exchange Program,

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS PROGRAM CORNER

For the last six months the Project Harmony staff training seminars designed to meet alumni

has conducted a series of alumni meetings for the specific needs. These training seminars are
Community Connections Alumni in Crimea, conducted by the American and Ukrainian
Zakarpattya and Dnipropetrovsk region (October professionals with advanced knowledge in their
20,2001). Based on the results of the meetings, particular spheres of work. The training seminars

Project Harmony has developed professional are free of charge. In addition, all participants
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receive certificates indicating their successful
completion of the training.

A new grant competition will be announced for
the Community Connection alumni starting
November 9, 2001 with January 31, 2002 as

the deadline for submissions proposals. The
competition will be open to alumni from the
Crimea, Dnipropetrovsk and Zakarpattya
regions. For details please visit the Project
Harmony web site: www.projectharmony.kiev.ua

NEWS FROM REGIONS

A group of Kharkiv FSA Flex alumni together
with other members of the Youth Council of the
non-government organization UMNITS played a
leading role in implementing its “Magic Camp”
project.

This summer there were five sessions for 200
children from Kharkiv, Luhansk, Chernihiv,
Zaporizhzhya and Poltava; the first 4 session
welcomed schoolchildren under 16 and the last
one was for those who is 16 and older. Campers
enjoyed the Black Sea, the Crimean Mountains,
a great team of counselors, interesting classes,
challenging contest and, of course, English. You
will be able to read more about the project if you
visit a web page of Magic Camp at
http://www.andi.com.ua/camp

To learn more about Youth Council of the non-
government organization UMNITS visit
http://www.youc.kharkiv.org

The organizers are currently working on a new
project - Winter Magic Camp which will
welcome you in January 2002 in the Carpathians
Mountains.

“Magic Camp” participants, Lesnoye, Sudak,
Crimea.
skt

American Center in Kharkiv

The Kharkiv-Cincinnati Sister Cities relationship
celebrated its 10™ anniversary in September 1999
with a visit of a delegation of Cincinnati leaders
headed by the Mayor of Cincinnati. Over these
years, the Bureau of Educational and Cultural
Affairs has built on this relationship through

various programs, the most significant of which
has been the participation of the Kharkiv —
Cincinnati Sister City Project in the Community
Connections program. About 200 Kharkivites
who traveled to the U.S. on the Community
Connections were hosted in Cincinnati homes
and businesses. As a result of this close
relationship, a core group became enthusiastic
about creating an American Center in Kharkiv.
On September 11, 2001, an official opening of
the center took place. Among the participants
present at the ceremony were representatives of
the Governor’s office and the City Council, the
American Embassy and Kharkiv Partnership
office, former participants of the Community
Connections program and a delegation of
Cincinnatians.

Masha Yovanovitch, Deputy Chief of Mission of
the American Embassy; Volodymyr Zorchenko,
Deputy Governor; Mykola Petrenko, Kharkiv
City Council Secretary; Janet Demiray,
Counselor for Public Affairs of the American
Embassy; Judith Bogart, President, Cincinnati -
Kharkiv Sister City project; Helen Mess, Vice —
President, Cincinnati - Kharkiv Sister City
project; Marilyn Braun, Director, Community
Connections program; Vyacheslav Zhylinkov,
Director of the American Center in Kharkiv — at
the opening ceremony.
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The goals of the center are to encourage and
support networking among participants of the
exchange programs, to maintain links with the
U.S. professional hosts of the Community
Connections program, conduct joint projects,

organize seminars and conferences on subjects
relating to business, law, human rights for the
CC alumni, business and NGO representatives,
and to provide general information about the
United States.

GRANT OPPORTUNITIES

ECA Alumni Small Grants Program
The Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs
(ECA) of the United States Department of State,
together with the International Research &
Exchanges Board (IREX), is pleased to provide
an open competition for ECA program alumni.
All alumni from the Regional Scholar
Exchange Program (RSEP), the Freedom
Support Act Fellowships in Contemporary
Issues Program (CI), the Russian-US Young
Leadership Fellows for Public Service Program
(YLF), are eligible regardless of prior
administrating organization. IREX administers
the ECA Alumni Small Grants program.
The purpose of the ECA Alumni Small Grants
Program is to further the professional
development of ECA alumni. Grants will be for
a maximum of $1,000.
The application deadline is February 1, 2002.
Please contact Myroslava Andrushchenko at
IREX-Kyiv for more information or an
application.
Applications are available also electronically at:
www.irex.kiev.ua
and www.irex.org/programs/asgp

skeskeosk
The Civic Education Project (CEP) is a private
voluntary organization dedicated to supporting
higher education in the countries of Central and
Eastern Europe, the former Soviet Union and
Mongolia. Since 1991, CEP has been sending
scholars from the West to work in universities
throughout the region.
CEP is pleased to announce the following Grant
programs:
Support for Community Outreach and
University Teaching — A Program for Edmund
S. Muskie/FSA Graduate Program Alumni.
This Program provides a follow-on support to
alumni of Edmund S. Muskie/Freedom Support
Act Graduate Fellowship Program of all years
and fields of study from the Baltic States and the
NIS. The Program is designed to assist these
alumni in sharing the benefits of the training and
experience received through their graduate study
in the United States of America with the
academic and professional institutions and

community in their home countries. The SCOUT
Full Time Teaching, Part Time Teaching and
Special Projects Grant Programs offer financial,
methodological, institutional and informational
support to Muskie/FSA alumni who are
interested in teaching in institutions of higher
education and professional training, or in local
communities; in developing projects that
promote learning and exchange among students,
faculty, and communities; or in facilitating
exchange between higher education and
professional public and private sector,
government, NGOs and other academic and
community organizations. The SCOUT Program
is funded by the Government of the United
States of America and administered jointly by
the Open Society Institute and Civic Education
Project. Candidates are recruited through merit-
based competition.

Please refer to www.cep.org.hu/scout for
application materials and contact information
skeskeosk
In 1995, CEP initiated the Eastern Scholar
Program — now called Local Faculty Fellowship
Program — to provide support for talented and
motivated scholars from the region who have
studied abroad and are interested in working in
their home country as full-time academics.

LINK: www.cep.org.hu or

www.cep.kiev.ua
skksk

Iowa-Ukraine Faculty Exchange

Sponsored by AgKnowledge, The National
Center for Agriscience and Technology
Education.

AgKnowledge, The National Center for
Agriscience and Technology Education will host
three faculty members from the Ukraine for a
Faculty Exchange. The Ukraine faculty will
participate in and present at the AgKnowledge
Critical issues Conference scheduled for March
18 - 20, 2002. This opportunity will allow
agricultural faculty from across the United States
to visit and explore international agriculture with
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the Ukraine faculty. The Ukraine faculty will
also tour Iowa farms, agricultural industries,
educational institutions and other related
organizations.

AgKnowledge is a National Center of
Excellence, partially funded by the National
Science Foundation to enhance science,
mathematics and technology education in two-
year agricultural degree programs. This project
is being funded through the Advanced
Technological Education program and the Office
of International Science and Engineering of the
National Science Foundation. Kirkwood
Community College, Cedar Rapids, lowa will be
serving as the host college.

Application Deadline:  December 8, 2001
Notification Date: December 17, 2001
Exchange Date: March 10 - 23, 2002

Application Procedure:

Send completed application form with a detailed
resume and a letter of reference from an
institutional administrator or an agriculture
industry representative to:

AgKnowledge

Attn: Iowa - Ukraine Exchange

6301 Kirkwood Boulevard S.W.

Kirkwood Community College

Cedar Rapids, lowa, USA 52406

More information is available from:

Terry Brase, Director AgKnowledge (319) 398-
5458, tbrase@kirkwood.cc.ia.us

Jerry Bolton, Dean Ag Sciences (319) 398- 5131,
jbolton@kirkwood.cc.ia.us

www.agknow.org

*kk

Kennan Institute Short -Term Grants

(up to one month’s duration)

The Kennan Institute offers Short-term grants to
scholars whose research in the social sciences or
humanities focuses on the former Soviet Union

(excluding the Baltic states), and demonstrate a
particular need to utilize the library, archival, and
other specialized resources of the Washington,
D.C., area. Policy-relevant research is preferred.
Academic participants must either possess a
doctoral degree or be doctoral candidate who
have nearly completed their dissertations. For
non-academics, an equivalent degree of
professional achievement is expected.

The applicant is requested to submit a concise
description (700-800 words) of his or her
research project, a curriculum vitae, a statement
on preferred dates of residence in Washington,
D.C., and twi letters of recommendation
specifically in support of the research to be
conducted at the Institute. All of these materials
may be submitted via e-mail except for the
letters of recommendation. The letters should be
send, with signature, either by fax or by post.
Four rounds of competitive selection for Short-
term Grants are held each year. Closing dates are
December 1, March 1, June 1, and September 1.
U.S. citizens, permanent residents, and non-
Americans are eligible for Short-term Grants.
Approximately one in three American applicants
and one in six non-American applicants are
awarded Short-term Grants in each of the four
competition rounds. The program is supported
by the Russian, Eurasian, and East European
Research and Training Program of the U.S.
Department of State (Title VIII) and the Kennan
Institute endowment.

Continuation of the Short-term Grant Program in
2002-2003 is contingent on future funding.
Please send all application materials to:

The Kennan Institute

One Woodrow Wilson Plaza, 1300
Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Washington, DC
20004 — 3027

For more information, please contact Jennifer
Giglio via e-mail at giglioje@wwic.si.edu

Call (202) 691 42 46, or fax (202) 691 42 47

PROJECT REPORTS

Local Initiative Grants Program

144 ECA alumni from 13 countries submitted
proposals to Local Initiative Grants Program
administered by the American Councils for
International Education. 26 projects were
selected for funding, including six proposal by
Ukrainian alumni, ranging from $1,200 to
$5,000. The grants will enable alumni to initiate
social, economic and political development
projects of their own design.

Community Connections Program

Alumni Mini-grants

Summer 2001

Lviv, Donetsk and Odesa regions

The Community Connections Program Alumni
residing in Lviv, Odesa and Donetsk regions
were invited to submit grant proposals for the
Mini Grant Program administered by Project
Harmony and sponsored by the United States
Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs. All
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proposals were submitted to the Kiev office by
6:00 PM Friday, August 31rst. Tuesday,
September 4th, the grant committee met to select
eight semi-finalists. This list was then sent to the
Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs in
Washington DC for final approval. Once five
grants were approved as finalists, all grant
authors were informed of the results and finalists
were invited to Kyiv for contract signing and
financial training. Contracts were signed and the
Projects began on September 28th, 2001.

The following projects proposed by the CC
alumni will be supported:

Bashun, Olena (Donetsk)

"Professional development of the alumni of
the program "Community Connections" for
the provision of creation of a civil society".
This grant will allow for professional
development of the alumni of the program
"Community Connections" through a cycle of
trainings. This will also help in the creation of a
civil society (community service group) in
Donetsk and region.

Bagriy-Shakhmatova, Maryna (Odesa)

"The right to know"

The purpose of the project is to launch a cycle of
independent TV-programs "The Right to know"
for popularization of the current legislation of
Ukraine, providing Odesa residents with
accessible legal information and rendering
charitable legal aid to them.

Duration of the program - 6 months
Tarabanovsky, Oleksandr (Donetsk)
"Alumni's language and cultural
development"

The purpose of the given Project is to improve
the level of English language and to enlarge
knowledge about culture, business and regional
studies of the USA among graduates of the
program Community Connections in the Donetsk
area. As a result of the realization of this project
there will be six groups of ten persons formed
for studying the English language and two
groups of twenty persons for studying regional
studies of the USA, groups will be formed on the
basis of the English language level. There will be
240 hours of the English language and 40 hours
on regional studies of the USA.

Mazur, Natalia (Lviv)

"Friendship does not know borders"

The project provides acquaintance and study of
American culture by Ukrainian youth with the
help of the Internet. During the project,
Ukrainian schoolchildren will deepen their
knowledge of the English language and will
develop their communicative abilities and

language skills.

Pashchenko Maryna (Donetsk)
“Development of Youth's Entrepreneurship
for Prosperity of Ukraine”

The goal of the project is to educate young
businesspeople through a series of training
workshops conducted by experienced
entrepreneurs, Community Connection Program
participants.

Five training workshops for 150 people will be
organized, and 5 methodological brochures (450
copies) and 5 newspapers issues (1000 copies)

will be published under the project.
skskeosk

During 2000/2001 Academic Year twenty
alumni of the USG-sponsored programs received
travel grants under the PAS International
Travel for Scholars Small Grants Program
designed to partially fund participation of
Ukrainian scholarly alumni in conferences and
seminars in the U.S. and Europe. Among the
grantees there were seven Ukrainian Fulbright
Scholars, eight Contemporary Issues program
alumni, four Regional Scholar Exchange
Program participants, and one Junior Faculty
Development alumna, who participated and
made their presentations at a number of
international conferences in the U.S., Poland,
Finland, Croatia, Switzerland, Norway, Turkey,
France, United Kingdom and Germany. The
topics of the conferences included International
Relations, Environmental Studies, Sociology,
Human Rights, Economics, Social Work, Civil
Society, Distance Education, Linguistics and
others. The purpose of the program was to
further the professional development of
Ukrainian scholarly alumni and enable them to
participate in the exchange of ideas, experience
and understanding, and building networks among
professionals around the world, with a particular
focus on Ukraine’s integration into Europe.

One of the alumni, Natalya Belitser of the Pylyp
Orlyk Institute for Democracy, participated in
the Fifth European Conference on Peace
Making and Conflict Resolution that was held
in Katowice, Poland, September 16-21, 2001. *
She provided the following description of her
participation in the conference:

” The Fifth European Conference on
Peacemaking and Conflict Resolution gathered
together around 70 participants from different
European countries and the USA. The
conference started with mourning for the victims
of the terrorist attacks in the U.S., then a decision
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was taken to prepare a letter of condolence and
proposal for cooperation. I was included in the
working group that drafted the text of an “Offer
of Support and Collaboration” approved by the
members and participants in the European
Conference on Peacemaking and Conflict
Resolution.

On September 18, I presented a plenary lecture
on “Christian-Moslem Relationship as a Factor
of Modern Ethno-Political Conflicts”, which
evoked such an interest, so many questions and
vigorous debate that the discussion was extended
for another plenary session.

In general, the conference was excellently
organized, all presentations and workshops were

interactive, providing an opportunity to widely

discuss the issues raised by the invited speakers.

After the conference I was interviewed by one of

the Polish TV channels.”

e The European Conference on Peacemaking
and Conflict Resolutions is a democratic,
working European organization comprising
individuals and organizations involved in
the promotion and development of peace-
building, peace-making and the prevention,
management, transformation and resolution
of conflicts by constructive means.

e The title of the fifth conference, “From
Systems to People”, was an invitation to
think over different systems’ influence on
the everyday lives of human beings.

PROFILE

Olha Smirnova - a student of Taras Shevchenko
National University, Department of Foreign
Philology,

FSA Flex alumna’97 (Robinson High School, IL,
USA).

In October 2000 took a course of German as a
Foreign Language, as well as Political Science
and Law at Ludwig-Maximilians University,
Munich, Germany.

For the last years Olha has worked as an
interpreter for TACIS project, alumni
coordinator for FSA Flex program (American
Councils: ACTR/ACCELS), assistant for the
Sociological Research Study of the impact of
FSA Flex, and later E.Muskie/FSA Graduate,
exchange programs on its participants.

She was the first Ukrainian ambassador to the
European Youth Parliament in 2000, and since
then has been representing this youth
organization in Ukraine. The European Youth
Parliament is an international youth
organization which carries out international
sessions where young people of Europe discuss
the most vital problems of modern world while
working in committees, write resolutions on
these topics, present them in General Assembly
and pass the approved resolutions on to the real
European Parliament. It is an international forum
of young intellectuals who care about the future
of this world. Now European Youth
Parliament Ukraine is registered in this country
as a non-government organization, to learn more

about its goals and activities, please visit
WWW.eyp.org

This summer, the Bureau of Educational and
Cultural Affairs (ECA) announced an exciting
opportunity for FSA Flex program alumni. As a
result of a rigorous competition five FSA Flex
alumni from NIS countries were awarded grants
to attend the summer 2001 Global Village for
Future Leaders of International Business and
Industry at Lehigh University’s Iacocca
Institute in Bethlehem, PA, USA. Olha was
among those five Flex alumni who together with
other 65 young people from 39 countries
participated in the project aimed to develop
global leaders for the 21% century. During the
six-week program, Global Village interns took a
variety of courses designed to foster leadership
and entrepreneurial skills, increase business
knowledge, and expand global understanding.
Courses covered topics such as “Networking
Across the Globe,” “Unleashing Your
Creativity,”, “Speaking as a Leader,” “Doing
Business in Eastern Europe, Latin America, and
Asia.”

That is what she wrote about the program:

“The participation in the Global Village was a
highly rewarding experience. It is a very
advanced, challenging and professionally
administered program which was of great
significance for my personal and professional
growth.”
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RELATED LINKS

Alumni of U.S. State Department Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs post-secondary exchange programs are invited to
register and use the State Exchange website: http://statexchange.state.gov

American Councils for International Education: ACTR/ACCELS — www.actr.org/alumni
International Research and Exchange Board : www.irex.org

IREX/Ukraine : www.irex.kiev.ua

Internet Access and Training Program in Ukraine: www.iatp.kiev.ua

Project Harmony: www.projectharmony.kiev.ua
Civic Education Project: www.cep.org.hu
CEP/Ukraine: www.cep.kiev.ua
Ukrainian Fulbright Scholars Association: www.fulbright.kiev.ua
ks
We hope you enjoy this first issue of the Alumni Newsletter that will be published every three months to
announce the upcoming alumni activities organized by, for or with former participants of USG-sponsored
programs, and to feature the most interesting events that have already taken place in Ukraine.
If you have any comment or suggestions, or would like to contribute to the next issues, we look forward to
hearing from you.
Contact person: Vira Maksymova, Assistant to Cultural Affairs Officer
e-mail: vm@usinfo.usemb.kiev.ua



