Fulbright Scholar Program
Advanced Research and University Lecturing Awards
in the United States

THE FULBRIGHT PROGRAM

The Fulbright Program was initiated on August 1,1946, by a law that authorized the use of foreign
currencies accruing to the United States through the sale of surplus war materials abroad to finance
educational exchanges. The current legislation supporting the program through congressional
appropriations is the Mutual Educational and Cultural Exchange Act of 1961. The purpose of the
Fulbright Program is "to increase mutual understanding between the people of the United States and
the people of other countries." The U.S. Congress makes an annual appropriation for the Fulbright
Program to the U.S. Information Agency (USIA). Participating governments and host institutions in
many countries and in the United States also contribute financially through cost-sharing, as well as by
indirect support such as salary supplements, tuition waivers, university housing, and other benefits.
Grants are made to U.S. citizens and citizens of other countries for a variety of educational activities,
primarily university teaching, advanced research, graduate study, and teaching in elementary and
secondary schools. Since the establishment of the Fulbright program, over 32,000 scholars have visited
the United States to conduct advanced research and teach in American universities. Over 30,000
American scholars have traveled internationally for similar purposes. At present, over 700 awards are
made annually to bring scholars to the United States. More than 120 countries participate in the
program.

Since the Fulbright Program was launched for scholars in independent Ukraine, more than 100
Ukrainian scholars have participated in this internationally known program. A minimum of fifteen grants
will be awarded to Ukrainian scholars for one or two academic semesters during the 2000-2001
academic year.

The J. William Fulbright Foreign Scholarship Board (Fulbright Board), composed of
twelve educational and public leaders appointed by the President of the United States,
formulates policy for the administration of the program, establishes criteria for the selection of
candidates, and approves candidates nominated for awards.

The U.S. Information Agency (USIA) administers the program with the assistance of
binational education commissions and foundations in countries that have executive
agreements with the United States for continuing exchange programs.

The binational commissions and foundations draw up the annual program plan for
exchanges, in consultation with participating universities and organizations in the host
countries. They also screen, interview, and recommend to the Fulbright Board qualified
candidates for student and faculty grants under their exchange programs. In a country without
a commission or foundation, the U.S. embassy develops the program and supervises it locally.

The Council for International Exchange of Scholars (CIES) is the major cooperating
agency for the administration of the Fulbright Program for senior scholars. CIES is affiliated
with the Institute of International Education (lIE) and has close working relationships with the
major disciplinary bodies in the humanities, social sciences, and natural sciences. During the
terms of their grants in the United States, Fulbright lecturers and researchers are assisted by
CIES, which is supported by funds from the USIA. The CIES offices are located at 3007 Tilden
Street, NW, Suite 5L, Washington, DC, 20008-3009, U.S.A.
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NATURE OF THE GRANT

Grant benefits vary according to provisions of the program of each participating country. All
Fulbright grants include limited accident and sickness insurance. Most awards provide
international travel for the grantee to and from the host institution in the United States. About
70 percent of Fulbright grantees also receive maintenance grants provided by the USIA or
binational Fulbright commissions and foundations. Other scholars receive financial support
from host institutions in the United States, private foundations, or their home institutions or
governments. Some also use personal funds to supplement their grants.

Most grants are awarded for a period of four to ten months for research or lecturing. Grants
should not be for periods of less than three months or more than twelve months, including
extensions. Particular country or regional programs may have specific guidelines concerning
the duration of grants and other criteria applicants should consider in their applications. Grants
are not for the principal purpose of attending conferences or completing doctoral
dissertations.

A grant may be revoked, terminated, or suspended. Grounds for revocation or termination
include, but are not limited to: (1) violation of any law of the United States or the home country;
(2) any act likely to give offense to the United States; (3) failure to observe satisfactory
academic or professional standards; (4) physical or mental incapacitation; (5) engaging in any
unauthorized income-producing activity; (6) failure to comply with the grant's terms and
conditions; and, (7) material misrepresentation made by any grantee in the application form or
grant document.

A grant may be suspended if (I) the grantee ceases to carry out the project or academic
program during the grant period; or if, (2) the grantee leaves the United States for more than
two weeks without authorization of the commission/post or supervising agency.

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS

¢ Ukrainian citizenship

¢ Doctoral degree or Candidate of Sciences degree.

¢ Proficiency in English appropriate to the proposed lecturing or research project to be
carried out in the United States.

¢ A detailed statement of proposed activity for research or lecturing at an American
institution.

+ Eligibility for the J-1 visa, which requires a grantee to return to Ukraine for a minimum of
two years at the end of grant period.

+ Certification of good health (not required at time of application).

Preference is given to those without recent experience in the United States.

Persons desiring or holding permanent residency in the United States are not eligible to apply
for Fulbright awards. Also, persons who are citizens of both a partner country and the United
States, or who have permanent resident status, are ineligible for Fulbright grants to the United
States. Fulbright grantees enter the United States on an Exchange Visitor (J- 1) visa under a
U.S. Information Agency Program, which requires them to return to their home countries for a
minimum of two years at the end of the grant period.



New U.S. government regulations may also limit reentry as a J- 1 researcher or professor.
Grantees (J- 1 visa holders) and their accompanying dependents (J-2 visa holders) who have
held J status and been physically present in the United States for six months or more are not
eligible to apply for reentry as J-I researchers or professors for twelve months following
departure from the United States.

APPLICATION AND REVIEW PROCESS

¢ Most grants available to foreign scholars are for research, but in some fields, lecturing will
be preferred. Consult with the Fulbright Office on this issue. For Ukraine in the 2000-2001
Fulbright competition the eligible fields include: American Studies, Political and Social
Sciences, Ukrainian Studies, International Relations, Legal Studies, Economics and
Business, Pedagogy and Educational Administration, Journalism and Mass
Communications, Fine Arts and Arts Administration, Women Studies, Preservation of
Environment.

¢ Initial screening and endorsement of a scholar's application are done by the binational
comission which consists of equal numbers of American and Ukrainian distinguished
scholars and alumni of the Fulbright Program.

¢ The application is then forwarded to CIES via the USIA. CIES arranges affiliation with an
appropriate U.S. institution for scholars from many world areas. The major exception is
Western Europe. For some world areas, primarily Africa and the Gulf countries of the
Middle East, CIES also conducts an academic review of applications.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING THE APPLICATION FORM

A complete application includes:

(a) application form;

(b) detailed statement of proposed activity;

(c) detailed curriculum vitae;

(d) three references.

All items must be translated into English. Four xerox copies the complete application
pack should be submitted to the Fulbright office along with the original application
pack. Please type or computer generate the application.

Item 3. Give name exactly as it appears on official documents (for example, passport) with
family (last) name underlined. This spelling will be used in all documents related to your grant.
Item 6. Write out the name of month, rather than the numerical figure.

ltem 12. Give a summary of your proposed research and/or lecturing activities in
approximately ten words. A detailed statement is to be supplied on page 5.

Item 15. Indicate as precisely as possible the period during which you will be available to carry
out your proposed program in the United States. It is recommended that you plan your
program during the U.S. academic year (September-May) when American scholars are more
likely to be available to receive visiting scholars.

Item 17. List the academic discipline. Select one discipline from the list below that best
describes your general area of expertise and enter it exactly as it appears in the list.

Item 18. A copy of your letter of appointment from the host institution must be attached to your
application. Nonacademic affiliations, while sometimes possible, require special review and
approval is not always granted.

Item 19. If arrangements for an appointment or affiliation have not been confirmed, list your
preferences you have in order of priority. In a separate attachment, please give reasons for
your choice (e.g., prior acquaintance or correspondence with the U.S. scholar; relevance of a
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U.S. scholar's work to your own research interests if your knowledge of the U.S. scholar's work
is through publications.) Insofar as possible, your preferences will be considered, although no
assurance can be given of placement at the institutions you suggest. PLEASE NOTE:
Affiliation arrangements can be made by CIES only for scholars from certain countries. Consult
with the Fulbright commission or U.S. embassy representative to determine arrangements for
your country. If the academic program you propose requires affiliation with more than one
institution, please explain and indicate the approximate length of time needed at each. CIES
advises against dual or multiple affiliations unless absolutely necessary because time is lost in
finding housing and making other arrangements at each institution.

Item 20. An English proficiency test should be conducted by the Fulbright commission or U.S.
embassy representative if the scholar is from a non-English-speaking country. The results of
this test should be attached to the application.

Item 23. Distinguish between books and articles. For books, give title (underlined), publisher,
and date; for articles, title (in quotation marks), journal or collection (underlined), and date.
ltem 24. If separated, divorced, or widowed, indicate "single."

Item 30. At least one reference should be from outside your university. Applications are not
considered complete until reference letters are received. These persons should be in a
position to comment on your qualifications to carry out your proposed program in the United
States and its value in relation to your research and teaching responsibilities in your home
country. A copy of the statement of proposed activity should be included with each reference.
Letters should be attached to the report forms provided for this purpose and should be sent by
the references directly to the administering agency in your home country (commission or
foundation, U.S. embassy, or consulate).



